Age 36]         Pitt's Appreciation of Arthur             [1805
He has given me such clear details upon affairs in India [he observed to
his niece, Lady Hester Stanhope] and he talked of them, too, as if he had
been a surgeon of a regiment, and had nothing to do with them; so
that I know not which to admire most, his modesty or his talents, and
yet the fate of India depends upon them.1
On Richard's return to England, Pitt again expressed his
favourable opinion of the younger brother.
Amongst other topics [observed Lord Wellesley] he told me with great
kindness and feeling that, since he had seen me, he had been happy to
become acquainted with my brother Arthur, of whom he spoke in the
warmest terms of commendation. He said, " I never met any military
officer with whom it was so easy to converse: he states every difficulty
before he undertakes any service, but none after he has undertaken it." 2
From which it will be seen that even in the bigger world
of England, Arthur was already beginning to make himself
felt.
The Court of Directors, however, chose to slight him:
. . . Upon my arrival I proposed to wait upon them [he told his eldest
brother] . . . and the Chairman recommended that I should withdraw
my proposition because it had no precedent. The real reason, however,
for which they refused to receive me was, that they were apprehensive
lest by any mark of personal attention to me they should afford ground
for a belief that they approved of any of the measures in the transaction
of which I had been concerned.3
There were, however, other and pleasanter duties for
Arthur to perform. Family visits to be paid, nephews and
nieces to be inspected, strands of affection and friendship to
be gathered up and woven anew into the pattern of his life.
Almost one of the first things he did on arrival was to go
and see his eldest brother's children.
I saw Richard in London [he wrote Lord Wellesley]. . . and I think
him one of the finest young men I ever met with. . . . The other two
boys are also very fine fellows, and the girls (particularly the youngest)
are very handsome and accomplished. This is some consolation, even'
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